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instructed to approach the friendly chief and get him to
persuade the people to place themselves under French pro-
tection. No doubt the chief was already well primed as to
the terrible consequences if Englishmen shouM happen to
seize their island. In addition the missionaries were asked
to erect during the night a flag pole, ready to take the
French flag.
Heavy rain all that night completely screened the move-
ments of the missionaries on shore, and even the passage of
the whaleboat to and from the Phoque. At midnight the
officer returned and told the Admiral that everything was in
readiness. The Fathers were only too pleased to co-operate
and the Grand Chief, Veii-de-Gou, had • been prepared by
them for a long time for just such eventuality as had now
occurred.
''Nobody on board the Phoque slept that night/ writes
Biseuil, 'the emotion, the impatience to conclude the an-
nexation, the satisfaction at playing a good trick on the
English Captain, kept everybody awake.5 Before day-break
the boats were away, and a few minutes later the French
flag was flying over lie des Pins, with the chief officers and
crew of the boat, the missionaries, the Grand Chief Ven-de-
Gou and a great crowd of natives, as witnesses. At 8 a.m.
Captain Denham and the English sailors were startled by a
salute of 21 cannon shots, which announced that New
Caledonia was French territory.
Captain Denham, as may be imagined, was in a desperate
state. He had dallied away his time in Sydney, and even
later in the lie des Pins. If he had even acted as soon as
the French boat arrived, he would still have been in time.
According to Biseuil he was in a very angry state, and tried
to persuade the chief to renounce his support of the French,
and when this failed, he attempted to foment a revolt of
the natives, telling them that their chief had sold their
independence for a few axes. All these attempts were vain,
however, and Denham returned to Sydney, frustrated and
ill. His own sense of humiliation, and ptobably a sharp note
from the British Admiralty, weighed heavily on his mind,

